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LOST IN THE SPEED 


> _i 


We 
(4) 
Vb 


I WAS OUT FORCE WHILE THE WORLD 
TIME. } I LOVED CHANGED. 


BUT I 
REMEMBERED 
THE GIFT MY 
UNCLE GAVE 
ME... 


..-AND /T BROUGHT 
ME TO HIM. HE WAS 
MY LIGHTNING ROD. 


ARE YOU 
SURE THIS 
WASN'T MY 


BARRY, IT \ ily rr 
WASN'T JUST fis nes i | W 
ME THAT WAS} Ay AY HL e | ©~Bakst 
FORGOTTEN. | ! dial 
THERE WERE f' syed | mi | na 
OTHERS. 


THERE WERE 
» FRIENDSHIPS. 4 


SOMEONE 


EVEN THEN I FELT 
LIKE I HAD TO 
WAIT FOR THE 
UNIVERSE TO 

SHOW ME ITS . _ eee 
PLAN FOR ME... 24 _f ae 
: 2 ...BUT SOMEONE |e 
NEW HAD OTHER | 


ANEW &K 
MISSION TO \ 
FIX THE 


I FOUGHT TO BE 
REDEEMED BUT 


THAT CAME WITH 
ul A COST... 
HAN i 1 
ye, 


ae 
\) | 


AFTER THAT I TRIED TO MOVE 
FORWARD. RETURN TO MY 
LIFE. BE WITH MY FRIENDS. 
BUT IT WAS AS IF THE 
UNIVERSE HELD ME BACK. 


YA T 


OBSESSION 
HURT PEOPLE 


MISTAKES 
ZI HAD TO 
PAY FOR. 


NO MATTER HOW 
FAST I RAN, I 
KNEW I WAS 
STILL MISSING 
SOMETHING, AND 
I'D DO ANYTHING : —— Dr, 
70 FIND IT. fa { =~ x | 4. 


Ny | PROVE ME TO MAKE 
DY | MISTAKES I NEVER 
THOUGHT I WAS 
CAPABLE OF. 


\ <r t \ - I 

\ \\ JUST AS LOST AS 

\ ; IWAS INTHE WW I DON'T KNOW 

\ SPEED FORCE. THE PATH THE \aM 
\\\\ TN UNIVERSE WANTS |i 
\ \\\\ \\ ME ON, SO... | 


Aid ‘ye 


Wit Wy im 


WHERE 
WE HEADED, 
GENTLEMEN?! 


We a 
JUST KEEP \ 
RUNNING. 


THAT MONSTER HAS 
USED HIS NIGHTMARISH 
IMAGINATION TO CREATE 

A WORLD WITH NO 
ESCAPE! 


THEN 
WE'LL GO TO 
ANOTHER! 


7 WALLY, 
YOU THINK TI 
DIDN'T TRY I EVEN 


THAT?! TOOK THE 
RISK OF GOING 
BACK IN TIME, 
BUT NOTHING 

WORKED. 


PERPETUA 
HAS DESTROYED 
MOST OF THE 
MULTIVERSE! 


WELL, WE 
BETTER GET A 
PLAN TOGETHER FAST, 
BECAUSE WHATEVER THE 
BATMAN WHO LAUGHS 
HAS BECOME... 
HE'S GAINING 
ON Us! 


HEY! 
WHERE HAVE 
You ALL 
BEEN? 


I'VE BEEN 
SEARCHING FOR 
THE TEEN TITANS FOR 
WEEKS AND WAS 
JUST ABOUT TO GIVE 
UP WHEN I FELT 
YOUR SPEED FORCE 
THROUGH THE-- 


WHAT DOES 
THAT HAVE TO 
WHOA, WALLY! WHEN BO ITH 
DID YOU START WEARING THE BATMAN 
BLUE? AND WHY DO YOU WHO LAUGHS 
HAVE THE HYDROGEN WANTS TO STEAL 


SYMBOL ON YOUR . ANTI-CRISIS ENERGY 
FOREHEAD? INSIDE OF ME. 


FOCHS. EVERY STEP WE 


TAKE AT THIS SPEED PUTS 
AN INCREDIBLE STRAIN ON 
THE SPEED FORCE. WE'RE 
NOT ONLY GOING TO BURN 
OUR BODIES OUT, WE'RE 
GOING TO BURN THE 
SPEED FORCE OUT. 


i= /\ | 


EITHER 
WAY 


ARE 
THOSE WAR 
DRUMS? 


ug 


LAUGHS MUST HAVE 
UNLEASHED THEM FROM 
ee THE DARK MULTIVERSE 


—_ 


I HATE : 
FAST-RUNNING 
ZOMBIES! WHY 

DIP HE SEND 

THEM?! 


BECAUSE HE'S 
NOT TRYING TO 
JUST OUTRUN U6... 
HE WANTS TO OU7- 
SMART US, 


IF THESE 
DARK FLASHES WV 
ARE CONNECTED TO 
OUR SPEED FORCE, 
THEN THEIR SPEED 
WILL BURN IT 
OUT EVEN 
FASTER! 


IT'S BEEN AN HONOR ‘ ‘e YOU'D NEVER 
TO RUN ALONGSIDE eSS \ |] LEAVE US ON 
YOU AGAIN, BUT I . j \ KES THE FIELD, JAY 

THINK...THIS IS y y | \ \ te AND NEITHER 


END OF 
THE LINE, 


THERE'S 
A WAY I CAN 
Buy US SOME 
TIME... 


---BUT 


ad 


RISKY! 


WE DON'T 
HAVE TIME 
FOR-- 


IT'S THE SPEED 
FORCE FORMULA 
DEVELOPED BY JOHNNY 
QUICK. TAPS INTO THE 
SPEED FORCE INA 
DIFFERENT WAY. 


I'VE ONLY 
USED IT TO 
\ STOP TIME ONCE 


7 WHY DOT 
FEEL LIKE A... 
DRAIN? 


YOU CAN FEEL 
THAT MONSTER 
PUSHING AGAINST 
THE SPEED FORCE 
FORMULA... 


OF OPTIONS, 
BARR 


COMBINING THE 
FORMULA AND OUR 
ABILITIES PUTS AN 
EXTRA STRAIN ON 
THE SPEED FORCE 


y 


ACCELERATES 
THE BURNOUT. 


a 


+e THIS AND THE \ 
BOUGHT US MOMENT TIME |= 
MAYBE A FEW RESTARTS... 


MINUTES. WE'RE 


DONE 
RUNNING. 


HEY, MAYBE 
I JUST FOUND 
ONE...YOU SEE 

WHERE WE 

STOPPED? 


CENTRAL 
CITY? THE FLASH 
MUSEUM! 


MAYBE = 
in WE CAN FIND 
[SOMETHING HERE 
TO HELP US RUN 
FASTER? 


E, — = 
G 


I CAME 
THROUGH So =§)) 
HERE DAYS 

AGO. SEARCHED 
IT TOP TO : | 
BOTTOM. : E 


IT’S ALL 


ap lk: 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE OTHER 
SPEEDSTERS? 
MAYBE THEY 


THEN IT’S 
ON YS TO GET 
JUSTICE. 


WE PUSHED 
THE SPEED FORCE 

AS HARD AS WE CAN, 
JAY. OUR OWN STEPS 
GENERATE IT. 


I GOT us 
A MOMENT TO 
CATCH OUR 
BREATH. 


IF WALLY 
HADN'T ACTED SO 
/RRESPONSI/BLY WITH 
THE SPEED FORMULA, 
WE COULD HAVE KEPT 
RUNNING-- 


I'M SORRY 
I DON'T HAVE 
ALL THE ANSWERS 
LIKE YOU, BARRY. 
PULLING FLASH 
FACTS OUT OF 
My-- 


2S/GH= 
A BIT AGO. 
HUNTER ZOLOMON 
MANIPULATED THEM 
INTO RACING AND 
i FIGHTING. WE WENT 
OH, GREAT, : | TO THE FUTURE. 
HERE WE GO. THEY BROKE THE 
THEY'RE GONNA x SPEED FORCE 
FIGHT AGAIN. ty | \ ” BARRIER.* 
WAIT, yr 
WHEN |) #y 
DID THEY 
FIGHT? 


THAT 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN A BIT 
MUCH FOR 

ME. 


I CAN 
REALLY FEEL 
THAT STRAIN 
ON THE SPEED 
FORCE NOW. 


WE NEED “NO gs, I THINK 

TO GET MOVING & cae a y 1 KNOW WHAT 
AGAIN. FIND A WAY oa WE CAN DO. HOW TO 

TO GET AS MUCH "1 GAIN AN ADVANTAGE 
DISTANCE BETWEEN Ny \ OveR THE BATMAN 

US AND THEM p 4 WHO LAUGHS. 

BEFORE TIME Aik 

RESTARTS. 


IT HOLDS THE 
SECRETS OF THE 
MULTIVERSE. THE UNIVERSE 
MADE ME S/T IN IT TO MAKE 
THE REPAIRS TO OUR 


THEN WE GET 
THE CHAIR TO WONDER 
WOMAN AND THE 
JUSTICE LEAGUE. 


HAVE TO RUN > *¥ — 
BACK TOWARD WE CAN'T 
THAT HORDE, [77 CONSTANTLY RUN 
©] IN CIRCLES, BARRY. 
| MAYBE WE NEED TO 
BREAK THAT 


THE BATMAN 
WHO LAUGHS 
TRIED TO STEAL 
THE KNOWLEDGE 
FROM IT, BUT IT 

REJECTED | 


NOW THAT 
HE'S GAINED 
CONTROL OF THE 
ANTI-CRISIS 
ENERGY, HE'LL 
TRY AGAIN. 


BEFORE, 
HE CAUGHT 


THIS TIME 

I CAN BEAT 

HIM TO THE 
PUNCH. 


INSTEAD OF 
RUNNING AWAY 
FROM THEM... 4 


] --WE 
RUN /N7O 
THEM. 


WE STAY ON 
THE MOVE. 


ui}! 
AND 
FLASHES VI Wp) sometimes 
WE NEED 
TO GO 
BACK. 


YOU TAUGHT ME A LOT AND ONE 
OF THE MAIN THINGS WAS WE 
DON'T RLIN FROM DANGER, 

WE RUN 70 IT. al 
. D RUN WITH ME St 
GETTING THAT IF TO GET IT... 
CHAIR DOESN'T JUST ~~ 4 y 
SAVE US. IT COULD 
SAVE EVERYONE. 


YOU GONNA GO 
f AFTER YOUR BOY 


OR WHAT? 


I'LL RUN 
ALONE. 


WOULDN'T 
BE THE FIRST 
TIME. 


YOU KNOW...I 
SAVED THE WORLD 
WHEN YOU WERE 


I EVEN SAVED 
THE MULTIVERSE. TONS 
OF TIMES. MORE THAN I 
CAN COUNT. ALONE, WITH 
THE FLASHES, THE 
JUSTICE LEAGUE. 
OUR FAMILY. 


FROM THE 
EDGES OF TIME TO 
mM THE FOURTH WORLD 
2 T RAN SAVING 
LIVES... 


-.-AND YET 
I ALWAYS FEEL 
LIKE I'M RUNNING 
BEHIND YOU. J 


I WORKED SO 
HARD TO GET OUT 
OF YOUR SHADOW. BUT 
WHEN YOU RETURNED, 
I GOT SHOVED BACK 
INTO IT. 


THAT'S 
NOT WHAT I 
WANTED. 


WHEN I WAS GONE, 
I MISSED SO MUCH. 
AND PART OF THAT WAS 
YOU GROWING UP. GOING 
FROM KID FLASH TO 
THE FLASH. 
AND 
SOMETIMEG... 
I FORGET 
THAT. 


THAT'S MY 


THING TO DEAL 
WITH. 


SHOWED ME HOW 


MUCH HE HURT OUR NEEDED ME WAS 


FAMILY.* BUT IT CAN'T 


BLAME HIM FOR ALL / 


MY MISTAKES. 


\ Nin, 


NIN 


I'M JUST AFRAID OF 
LOSING YOU AGAIN. 
THAT'S ALL. 


A LOT 
HAPPENED SINCE 
I SAW YOU LAST. 
THERE'S SO MUCH 

TO TELL YOU. 


AND NOT 
STANDING BY 
YOU WHEN YOU 
T'LL BE 
ONE OF THE DAMNED IF I 
BIGGEST. 4 MAKE THAT 
Za MISTAKE 


\ WITH EVEN MORE EVIL 


WHATEVER 
WE DO. 


WE DO IT 
TOGETHER. 


ALL RIGHT, = saa AA4y! Yy 
WE'RE DOING eae k Wf yf 
WALLY'S 

PLAN. 


SO, WE'RE 
GONNA DIVE , 
HEADFIRST INTO 
THAT HORDE OF EVIL 
FLASHES AND RUN 
PAST AN EVIL BATMAN 
INTO A CASTLE FILLED 


BATMEN TO STEAL 
A COSMIC 
CHAIR? 


Mi, 


I CAN FEEL 
HIM PUTTING 
PRESSURE ON 
THE SPEED FORCE. 


FINDING CRACKS 

TO GET TO US. 

CORRUPTING 
/7. 


F THE LAST 

7 TIME I FELT THAT... ¥ 

IT WAS WHEN I WAS § 
TURNED INTO THE 
BLACK FLASH. 


I GUESS 
WE BETTER 
HIT THE ROAD 
THEN. 


RUN FASTER “OR JOAN AND TI NEVER I ALWAYS 
AND HARDER THAN 7) HAD KIDS OF OUR OWN. WANTED TO SEE IF 
YOU'VE EVER RUN [f YOU BOYS WERE ENOUGH OF Ye Tt COULD OUTRACE 
BEFORE. BUT STICK #\ A HANDFUL AS IT WAS, BUT 7\ you OLD-TIMERS 

TOGETHER. f YOU HELPED US FEEL LIKE ANYWAY. 


WE HAD A FAMILY. 


Ih , 44 
VU, er NS 


we W Wi, 


RUN RIGHT INTO THAT 
HORDE. IT'S GOING TO 
TAKE EVERYTHING 
WE HAVE. 


W 
\\ 


af 
\\ 


REMEMBER, WE 


f DON'T RUN FOR US, 


WE RUN FOR THE 


I Whu/ / 


NICE TRICK, 
REDHEAD! 


/ BUT T HAVE 
\ ZOME OF MY 
OWN. 


You THE ||| 
TROUBLE! f.\\| | 


71 : NaN i 


. 
\\4 
\ 1 VW 
1 WA 
G\\\ 
‘ 


I 


TT 


ney 


; Panna ; = 
v= 
y Vx ” 


WHATEVER 


; Q YOU DO-- 
: 


--NEVER 
STOP 
RUNNING! 


77 HEY, FLASH 
FAMILY, 19 IT TRUE © 
A FLAPH WAS TO 
DIE IN EVERY 

CRIP?! 


Do yoy 
1 REALLY WAN 
| FIT BACK IN THAT 


f] ~ 
CHAIK, Kea be! / ; ative 


T\\\ * 
Cie | 
\\\ 


SHOW THEM 
WHY WE'RE THE 
FASTEST MEN 
ALIVE! 


soRRY, ¥ 
GENTS! 


THESE 
OLD BONES 
= AREN'T GONNA 
MAKE IT. 


BUT I'LL COVER 
YOU! YOU KEEP GOING 
THIS TIME, YOU HEAR 

ME?! 


OKAY, YOU BOYS 


WE'LL COME 
BACK FOR YOU, JAY! 
WE KNOW YOU CAN KEEP 
THE DARK FLASHES FROM 
CATCHING UP TO US! 


ARE IN FOR A TREAT. 
I WAS TAUGHT HOW 
TO FIGHT BY 7ED 


DON’T 


° 


LET 


ZF I CAN STILL 
FEEL THE CHAIR! 
\ 17'S CLOSE! 


I CAN'T 
KEEP UP rm 
WITH YOU GOING 
TWO. | BACK FOR 
JAY! KEEP 
GOING! 


WERE R/GHT, |} 
WALLY. fe 


I KEEP TRYING TO USE 

THE ANTI-CRISIS ENERGY 

TO GO FASTER AND IT’S 
NOT ENOUGH. 


TWO DOWN. KUN KUN Ne BARRY, I CAN FEEL 
TWO 10 GO. eu FUN : THE SPEED FORCE ) 
42 ff BREAKING AND HE'S HOT 4 


ON OUR HEELS. I DON'T 
THINK WE CAN-- = 


FOR YEARS, I LED AND You 
FOLLOWED. EVEN WHEN I 
WAS GONE THAT'S HOW 

IT WAS. 


YOU MIGHT BE 
FASTER, BUT 

I WAS ALWAYS 
THE LEADER. 


NOW WHEN THE 
CHIPS WERE DOWN 
AND THE GOING GOT 
LP TOUGH...I WANTED TO 
=z RUN AWAY. TO ESCAPE. 
22\ AND YOU DIDN'T FOLLOW. 


CHOSE YOUR OWN PATH. fl 
QU] Y 
THAT'S WHY aii Tn 
T KNOW You CAN Jia 
DO THIS. 


Gaeta 
‘ Zags 


JUST LISTEN, OKAY? YOU 

ALWAYS SAID I INSPIRED 

you. WELL TODAY You 
INSPIRED ME. 


7 VON'T USE 
| THAT POWER, 4 
WALLY... See, 


YOU REALLY THINK 
U HAVE A CHANCE WHEN 
YOUR MENTOR FAILED, 
WALLY?! 


you 
HEAR ME, 
UNIVERSE?! 


AND 
T’LL FIND 
MY FAMILY 
AGAIN! 


Jaf WHEN YOu 
_{ GOT THE CHAIR, 

YOU PULLED US 

_\ out OF THE 


THAT WAS 
DEFINITELY A 
CLOSE CALL. 


WHEN THE JUSTICE 
LEAGUE WENT MISSING 2A. 
AND THINGS GOT VEU 


AND RAN 
LIKE HELL INTO 


SCARY IN REALITY, 
WE SHARED OUR 
SPEED WITH EACH 

q 


yOu WERE WV SONOW WY FOR SO LONG 


TRAPPED HERE 
BEFORE, AND IT 


AVOID SOME OF 
THE CHANGES 
IN TIME. 


THE KIDS SAID 
YOU HAD A NEW 
BLUE COSTUME? 

SOUNDED 
NICE. 


SUP, OLD 


MAN. SEE YOU, KID. 
QUICK THINKING 
GETTING US 


WE'RE USING 
IT TOOUR THE SPEED FORCE, 
ALLOWED YOU TO _ ADVANTAGE. 


BEING LOST IN 


BUT NOW IT 
SAVES US. 


YOU'RE WEARING, 
YOU'RE STILL 
MY FLASH. 


AVOID THE BATMAN 


IT'S JUST LIKE 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOU WITH 
ABRA KADABRA 
BUT BETTER. 


(e) 
KEPT YOUR 


A Bit 
PROMISE: LATER THAN 


I'D LIKE. 


HE'D FIND THIS 
PLACE EVENTUALLY. I 
CAN FEEL HIS POWER 

GROW WITH EACH 
PASSING MINUTE. 


COULD WE STAY 
INSIDE THE SPEED 
FORCE FOREVER? 


WHO LAUGHS? 


AND 
THE JUSTICE 
LEAGUE NEEDS 


-.- THEY'RE 

PART OF 
OUR FAMILY, 
TOO. 


me\ 
THIS IS 


THE GREATEST ¥ 
FIGHT OF OUR 
LIVES, BUT WE 
CAN'T GIVE UP 
AN INCH OF 
HOPE. 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO SIT 
IN IT AGAIN, 
DAD? 


T'LL DO 
WHATEVER IT 
TAKES TO SAVE 
OUR FAMILY, 


JAY AND BARRY, \ 
AFTER ALL THAT... 
ARE YOU UP TO 
RUNNING WITH ME \ 
TO GET THE CHAIR Ly HAVEN'T 
TO WONDER A \ ye FELT THIS 
WOMAN? ALIVE IN 


THE REST OF 

YOU...I'M GLAD 
YOU'RE SAFE, BUT 
WE'LL NEED YOU 
SOON. 


RACE WITH 
US WHEN YOU 
KNOW THE TIME 
IS RIGHT. 


We'LL BE 
WAITING. 


DON'T 
WORRY. WE'LL 
BAIL YOU OUT 
AGAIN. 


YOU WANNA 
SAY GOODBYE TO 
EVERYBODY? 


THE MOMENT WE 
STEP FOOT BACK INTO THE 
METALVERSE, THE BATMAN 
WHO LAUGHS IS GOING TO 
BE ON YS. I HAVE A 
FEELING WE'RE RACING INTO 
A WAR UNLIKE ANYTHING 
WE'VE EVER SEEN. 


WE'LL SEE 
THEM AGAIN 
SOON. 


“A colorful, inviting adventure 
to the future of the DG Universe.” 


“Beautiful, bold, and incredibly fresh.” 
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Aftera shocking ending to B T rs #1, the stakes continue | | 
j - $ . T 1 q | 
7: : 1 at 3! ti atman: hree Joke: j 7 
to escalate in this month’s Batman: T hr ee Jokers #2 “Artist J ; F a | 
Fa. FAI >| ason ‘abok al . ; 


discusses teamii ; 
: ing with wri 
long-anticipated series. riter Geoff Johns for the 


Mee 


WPS PART Ih 
INTERVIEW WITH 
JASON FABOK 


How bid YOu APPROACH THE VISUAL STYLE OF BATMAN: THREE JOKERS? 


JASON: Right from the beginning, Geoff and | had talked a lot about Batman: 
The Killing Joke. | studied what Brian Bolland did and used that as my foundation 
to build upon. At the same time, | wanted to infuse it with some of my favorite 
influences. There are nods to Batman 99, in the design of the buildings and 
the setting of Gotham. 


I'm using that 19805 aesthetic, and then bringing it to 2020. | just wanted 
to go with my gut feeling of how I’ve always wanted fo draw a Batman story, 
and it flowed from there. 


WHAT WAS YOUR PROCESS IN MAKING EACH OF THE TITULAR 
THREE JOKERS DISTINCT? 


JASON: We did lots of research. | did tons of different drawings. | did concept 
sketches for almost every single Joker who's ever appeared in comics history. 


In the end, we decided on the Golden Age Joker, who is this stoic thinker—he’s 
nota psychotic, laughing clown. Then you've got your prankster Joker from 
the 50s; then you have your Batman: The Killing Joke, modern Joker. - 


\ consciously chose to draw the characters with very similar bone structure 
and builds. People keep bringing up; “How come Batman wouldn't notice (s. 


there are three different Jokers?” It's because they look like they all 
could be the same guy. 


HAVE YOU LEARNED ANYTHING ABOUT THE JOKER THAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW BEFORE? 


JASON: | really loved going back and reading older comics. 
V've probably read Batman: The Killing Joke now more 
than any other single comic book. There are so many 
little subtle things +hat Brian Bolland does with his art, 
and little subtle things that Alan Moore drops in about 
the character of The Joker that you pick up as you read 
it more and more. 


| really enjoy the Golden Age Joker. | reread 
Batman #1 and really enjoyed that issue. It stands 
up—the way The Joker was originally portrayed as 
this really freaky, scary gangster, but not psychotic. 


ue THREE JOKERS #2 Ie 
SALE IN SEPTEMBER Gis 
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